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REGINALD CLAUDE  POOLE  
                   ‘Public Servant’ 
 
Reginald Claude Poole was born on the 25th July 
1905, the third son of William and Lizzie (nee 
Burton).  
 
In 1901 William and Lizzie, living at 50 Mill Road, 
Haverhill, had been married for a year and had a 
son, Hector, who sadly died in 1909. William was a 
tailor’s cutter and Lizzie, working from home, was 
a jacket machinist.  
 
In 1903 Clifford William was born and at some 
point the family moved to the Plough public house 
in Withersfield Road. Reginald was born in 1905 
and Lizzie’s Mother now widowed had come to 
live with them in the ‘Plough’. In 1911 William’s 
occupation was noted as a Beerhouse keeper and 
Engineers Clerk, while Lizzie was assistant 
manager of the public house. 
 

Reginald attended school in Haverhill and became a keen sportsman playing both football and 
cricket. After leaving school he worked in the motor trade intending to become a salesman.  
 
In the late summer of 1930 he married Maud Irene Kingdon 
whose parents Edward and Alice ran the Prince of Wales public 
house in Station Road, Haverhill. In the same year they seized the 
opportunity to take over the stationers shop at 22 Queen Street. 
Maud ran the shop with Dot Sharpe who had ‘come with the 
business’. Their first advert in the Echo of December 6th 1930 
apologised for not being able to get all their stock items on 
display in the shop window and mentioned cards, calendars, 
cigarettes, chocolates, crackers and novelties. Reginald continued 
to play football for the Rovers F.C. and cricket with, at first, 
Haverhill 2nd XI and later with the 1st XI.  
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Seven years after taking on the shop at 22 
Queen Street, they had the chance to take 
over the tobacconists at 32 Queen Street 
from Mr Fred Everett and Reginald devoted 
himself full time to his own business from 
that time.  
 
After playing for the Haverhill Rovers F.C. in 
the 1920s and 30s, Reginald became the 
Rovers Chairman for several years and then 
was made a life member. He represented the 
Rovers on the Suffolk F.A. for many years and 

became a member of the area disciplinary committee. He also spent 40 years with the 
Haverhill Cricket Club, 21 years as captain of the 1st XI, then as Club Chairman and finally 
President. 

   
       Reginald seated 3rd from left          Reginald back row standing 3rd from left 

 
Reginald also became chair of both the St John Ambulance and the Haverhill darts league 
where he donated the singles cup which bears his name.  

 
He was a member of the HUDC Volunteer Fire Service 
gaining promotion to the rank of Chief Officer by 1939 and 
serving with them and the AFS during the Second World 
War. (photo left: Reginald in the driving seat) 
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In April 1947 Reginald was elected to the 
Haverhill Urban District Council, attending his 
first meeting on April 21st. He joined the 
Highways and Finance Committees on which 
he served until he retired. He was pictured 
driving a bulldozer at the start of the 
construction of the Haverhill Relief Road in 
1959.   
 
He was also elected a West Suffolk County 
Councillor and became an Alderman in 1962.  
In the 1960s he was chairman of the Haverhill 
Town Development committee. 
 
Reginald was a founder member of the Haverhill Rotary Club and was also a member of the 
Royal Clarence Lodge of Freemasons.  
 
He and Maud retired from their shops to their home at “Meovoto”, Hill Crescent, in 1972. In 
retirement, Reginald continued his political interests until the Local Council reorganisation of 
1974 which saw the end of the Haverhill Urban District Council. Now ‘approaching 68’ years of 
age he decided to retire from public duties.  

 
In his later years Reginald joined the 
Haverhill Bowls Club and pursued this 
interest with the same enthusiasm he had 
shown to other sports when he was a 
younger man. This was to become the 
sporting interest of his retirement. 
 
 
 
 

His many services to the town were recognised when the Poole Centre for the Arts at Castle 
Manor School was named in his honour. Reginald was a former Chairman of the Governors at 
the school. 
 
Reginald Claude Poole passed away on Sunday 26th April 1987 aged 81 years. 
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